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Evonne Goolagong Cawley’s life
message: education and dreams time

HOME / NATION / INDIGENOUS

L O K N SaveA

Australian tennis legend Evonne Goolagong Cawley had a heartening message for

the future Indigenous businessmen and women who gathered at Melbourne’s

Tennis HQ to hear her speak on Wednesday.

“Whatever you do, have fun with it. Chase your dreams, find your dream … and

follow it,” she told the select group of year 11 and 12 students. “They do come true.

I’ve proved it.”

Tennis legend Evonne Goolagong Cawley talks with Indigenous students attending the National Indigenous
Business Summer School on Wednesday. Picture: Tennis Australia / Fiona Hamilton
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The students, who are participating in the National Indigenous Business Summer

School program in Melbourne this week, heard of Goolagong Cawley’s passion for

education and her drive for success, beginning from the days she spent smacking

tennis balls against a brick wall in the wheat town of Barellan in New South Wales.

She told them the local community had rallied

behind her, raising the funds to send her to Sydney.

“The first time I went over the Sydney Harbour

Bridge I was too scared and too shy,” she said,

telling students she had never seen a tea bag before

when she arrived in Sydney.

Goolagong Cawley said she understood the power

of education at an early age, sticking with school

despite her early stardom.

“Education was very important for me. It’s what got

me through my whole career,” she said. “My coach

held me back. He made me finish high school.”

The students have travelled to Melbourne from all corners of the country this week

to experience university life and hear from Indigenous mentors, business leaders

and academics.

As of 2020, only 1.2 per cent of all management and commerce students were

Indigenous, despite Indigenous Australians making up 3.8 per cent of the

population.

Between 2008 and 2019, the number of Indigenous university enrolments increased

121.6 per cent, rising from just 9490 students to 21,033, according to Universities

Australia, most of whom chose to study education, health or the arts.

But University of Melbourne associate professor Michelle Evans, who specialises in

the areas of Indigenous leadership and entrepreneurship, said introducing

Indigenous students to business, commerce and entrepreneurship had never been

more pressing.

“The fields might be non-traditional for Aboriginal students … but the growth of the

Indigenous economy is creating dozens of jobs for young professionals,” she said.

The number of registered Indigenous businesses and corporations grew about 4 per

cent per year between 2006 and 2018, she noted. “It gives these students the

opportunity to make such a contribution to the Australian economy.”

Professor Evans said while only “a trickle” of Indigenous students were headed for

the business world at the moment, interest in programs like NIBSS, which has hand-

picked more than 150 students since 2018, was growing.

Australian Business Deans Council president Keryn Chalmers said collaborations

like this between Australian business schools gave Indigenous kids across the

country the opportunity to learn the business fundamentals.
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“Growing our Indigenous leaders, entrepreneurs and professionals makes for a

prosperous Australia,” Professor Chalmers said.

Australia’s new generation of Indigenous students have been a key focus for

Goolagong Cawley, who has run her foundation’s National Development Camp for

Indigenous boys and girls since 2005.
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